





Sea

Center

In 2025, the Sea Center celebrated its
highest attendance on record: 115,514
visitors! Admissions, the Sea Center
Store, and membership sales all
exceeded projections, supporting the
aquarium'’s work as a hub for sharing
marine science and conservation. With
philanthropic support, we made the final
payment on the solar panels which
generate 40% of the Sea Center’s
power. Underwater Parks Day on

January 18 drew 1,744 guests to
celebrate marine protected areas. 219
volunteers gave 11,191 hours connecting
people to marine life. Although school
groups were limited to self-guided visits
for part of the year (regular field trips
are expected to begin again in 2026),
the Sea Center hosted 1,667 students
from 51 schools. Animal husbandry staff

continued our grant-funded assistance
in the recovery of endangered White
Abalone. In April we participated in a
spawning day to support the captive
breeding program, and in November
we received a new cohort of juvenile
White Abalone to raise. In October,

Assemblymember Gregg Hart chose the
Sea Center as a fitting site for a press
conference about Assembly Bill 14,
expanding the Protecting Blue Whales
and Blue Skies program statewide.

Sea Center on Stearns Wharf



Community
Programs
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Community Programs Specialist Kelsey

Perry joined the Museum in April and

oversaw increasingly robust public with Larry Gurrola, Ph.D. The Sprague

offerings, building on existing programs Pavilion hosted a Culinary & Folk Arts of centered on mysterious nocturnal

like Audubon talks and Science Pub Oaxaca workshop series with Bany Vargas  wildlife—was warmly received by 344
while creating exciting new opportunities. and Claudia Berumen, celebrating family attendees. NASA Solar System

A standing-room-only crowd came out Mexican cultural heritage in delicious Ambassador Krissie Cook offered sold-

to Dargan'’s Irish Pub & Restaurant for a and creative ways. Howls & Owls—a fun out courses in the Gladwin Planetarium
1925 earthquake anniversary Science Pub and educational nighttime event featuring cutting-edge science.

Chad the Blue Whale




Exhibits

Exhibits Director Melinda Morgan-Stowell
led the exhibits team in opening three
major exhibitions and conducting many
smaller improvements. Chumash Basketry:
Art & Life opened January 25, featuring
the stunning work of Chumash weavers
past and present. The new Space
Sciences exhibit—titled Our Cosmic
Coast—debuted to warm appreciation
at the Members’ Party on July 11. The
Living Print opened October 25 in the
Courtyard Gallery, featuring the artistic

Our Cosmje Coast

explorations of four contemporary
printmakers using traditional techniques
to capture the beauty and wonder of
the natural world: Latifat Apatira, Sara
Woodburn, Dwight Hwang, and Mineo
Yamamoto. A workshop in the center of
the exhibit space invites guests to make
leaf rubbings to exhibit or take home.
The exhibits team added a timeline telling
the story of abalone in California and
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other enhancements to Dive In: Our
Changing Channel at the Sea Center.
Kiyo Yanagihashi of Kokoro Exhibits
visited to assist with maintenance to the
animatronic dinosaurs in Prehistoric
Forest. The beloved interactive rattlesnake
was refreshed with new interpretation,
graphics, paint, and internal cleaning

and repair. The Barn Owl diorama was
refurbished and reopened with help
from Curator of Vertebrate Zoology
Krista Fahy, Ph.D.
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2025 Staft

Publications

Brust, M. L., Bomar, C., & Harman, A. J.
2025. Updated county-level distribution
records for Wisconsin short-horned
grasshoppers (Orthoptera, Acrididae

and Romaleidae). Journal of Orthoptera
Research, 34(1), 143-149.

Eori, M. M., Harman, A. J., Murray, B.
D., & Duchardt, C. J. 2025. Wildlife
Biodiversity and Topoedaphic Features
of Oklahoma's Ozark Glades.
Southeastern Naturalist, 24(3), 253-286.

Farris, Glenn J., Kelly McGuire, William
R. Hildebrandt, David Hurst Thomas,
and John R. Johnson. 2025. In
Memoriam: G. James (Jim) West
(1944-2024). California Archaeology
17(1)119-128.

Harman, A.J. 2025. Notes on nocturnal
observations of Opilidia macrocnema
(Chaudoir) in Costa Rica and
implications for future surveys.
Cicindela, 57(3): 82-86.

Harman, A.J., M.A. Caballero, and E.J.
Oey. 2025. Utilizing iNaturalist to
rediscover and expand the known
ranges of rare tiger beetles. Submitted
to Southwestern Entomologist.

Harman, A.J. and S.M. Cameron. 2025.

Detection of the Joro Spider,
Trichonephila clavata (Koch), in
California, the First Record for Western

North America. Southwestern
Entomologist. 50(4): 1491-1494.

Harman, A.J. and W.W. Hoback. 2025.
Population size and life history
observations of the diana fritillary,
Argynnis diana, in eastern Oklahoma.

Journal of the Lepidopterists' Society,
79(3): 175-179.

Harman, A.J. and W.W. Hoback. 2025.
Updated list of Oklahoma tiger beetles
(Coleoptera: Cicindelidae) with notes on
their distribution and conservation
status. Diversity, 17: 463.

Johnson, John R, ed. 2025. Abrigo de
los Escorpiones: An Archaeological Site
on the Pacific Coast of Northern Baja
California, Mexico by Ruth Gruhn and
Alan L. Bryan. Santa Barbara Museum
of Natural History Contributions in
Anthropology No. 5.

Johnson, John R. 2025. Archaeological
Adventures with Mike. In “Michael A.
Glassow — Pioneer,” edited by Jon M.
Erlandson. Journal of California and

Great Basin Anthropology
45(2):222-223.
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Publications

Johnson, John R. 2025. Rancheria of
Momonga in the Western San Fernando
Valley: An Ethnohistorical Investigation.

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Quarterly 57(2):1-25.

Johnson, John R. 2025. Review of:
Linguistic and Genetic (mtDNA)
Connections between Native Peoples of
Alaska and California: Ancient Mariners
of the Middle Holocene, by Cecil H.
Brown, Kent G. Lightfoot, Nancy J.
Turner, and Dana Lepofsky. Journal of

California and Great Basin Anthropology
45(1):130-132.

Lawson, R.L., H.M. Todaro, L.R. Bobay,
M.S. Broadway, D.A. Cooper, M.M. Eori,
A.J. Harman, L.K. Neumann, S.R. Loss,
and T.J. O’Connell. 2024. Band recovery
data illustrate spatiotemporal and
taxonomic patterns of seabird collisions
with anthropogenic structures. The
Wilson Journal of Ornithology 1-16.

Reuter, Dana M., Wainwright, Jensen
M., Hoffman, Jonathan M., Clementz,
Mark T., Blumenthal, Scott A., and
Hopkins, and Samantha S.B. Hopkins.
2025. Oregon Oligo-Miocene herbivore
community structure: insights form

morphology and stable isotope analysis.

Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology,
Palaeoecology, vol. 677(1).

Seid CA, Hiley A.S., McCowin M.F,
Carvajal J.I., Cha H, Ahyong S.T,,
Ashford O.S., Breedy O, Eernisse D.J.,
Goffredi S.K., Hendrickx M.E., Kocot
K.M., Mah CL, Miller A.K., Mongiardino
Koch N, Mooi R, O'Hara T.D., Pleijel F,
Stiller J, Tilic E, Valentich-Scott P,
Warén A, Wicksten MK, Wilson NG,
Cordes E.E., Levin L.A., Cortés J, Rouse
G.W. (2025) A faunal inventory of
methane seeps on the Pacific margin of
Costa Rica. ZooKeys 1222: 1-250.

Todaro, H.M., E.R. Donahue, A.J.
Harman, & C.J. Duchardt. 2025. Use of
anthropogenic structures for nesting by

Loggerhead Shrikes. Avian Conservation
and Ecology. 20(1): 15

Trevino, L., Lodeiros, C., Vélez-Falcones,
J., Caceres-Farias, L., Gonzalez-Henriquez,
N., Rey-Méndez, M., Maeda-Martinez,
A. N., Valentich-Scott, P, Oliver, P. G., &
Salvi, D. 2025. Phylogenetic and
morphological analyses of the Manabi
oyster, an emerging aquaculture species
in Ecuador, reveal its identity as Crassostrea
corteziensis (Hertlein, 1951). Marine

Biodiversity, 55(6), 120.
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ADMINISTRATION

Luke J. Swetland, M.A., M.I.L.S.
President & CEO

Carolyn Morthole
President’s Executive Assistant

Amy Carpenter
Chief Operations Officer

Brian Storr
Chief Financial Officer

Amal Zalatimo
Business Development Officer

Ty Chin-Eddy, Ph.D.
Staff Accountant

Toni Skovorodko
Accounting Clerk

Breanna Gerety
Director of Human Resources

Rebecca Fagan Coulter
Volunteer Manager

Phillip Morones
Sr. Information Systems Manager

Tyler Leivo
Information Systems Technician

Austin Zbinden
Information Systems Technician

Barbara Barker
Project Manager Master Plan

Kevin Genovese
Director of Capital Projects

COLLECTIONS AND RESEARCH

Henry W. Chaney, Ph.D.
Director; Howard/Berry Chair of
Malacology

Anthropology

Brian Barbier, M. A.
Associate Curator; CCIC
Coordinator

Justin Lemberg, Ph.D.
Department Head; Associate Curator
of Anthropology

Jonathan Malindine, M.A.
NAGPRA Officer

Allison Jaqua, M.A.
NAGPRA Assistant;
Curatorial Assistant

Central Coast Information Center

Aria James
Assistant Coordinator

Nickolas Diaz
Cultural Resource Database Specialist

Invertebrate Zoology

Vanessa Delnavaz, M.A.
Department Head; Associate Curator

Alex Harman, Ph.D.
Schlinger Chair and Curator of
Entomology

Van Henderson
Curatorial Assistant

Vertebrate Zoology

Krista A. Fahy, Ph.D.
Associate Director of CRC;
Curator of Vertebrate Zoology

Ally Coconis, Ph.D.
Curator of Mammalogy

Jonathan M. Hoffman, Ph.D.
Dibblee Curator of Earth Science

Ben Rotenberg, M.A.
Fossil Preparator

Liz Flint, J.D.
Curatorial Assistant

Library

Terri Sheridan
Department Head; Librarian

Peggy Dahl
Library Assistant

Melayah Terrell
Hearst Intern

John and Peggy Maximus Gallery

Linda Miller
Department Head; Curator

Marian McKenzie
Exhibit Designer

Anthony Mangini
Exhibit Technician

Curator Emeritus

John R. Johnson, Ph.D.
Curator Emeritus of Anthropology

Jan Timbrook, Ph.D.
Curator Emeritus of Ethnography

Paul Valentich-Scott
Curator Emeritus of Malacology

Daniel L. Geiger, Ph.D.
Curator Emeritus of Malacology

Paul W. Collins, M.A.
Curator Emeritus of Vertebrate Zoology

EDUCATION

Rosina Garcia
Director

Maggie Romero
Director

Astronomy Programs

lla Jade Komasa
Program Manager

Shannon Gerow
Program Presenter

Nature Educators

Sinthia Cardenas, Tristan Dunn-DiRedo,
Yvette Gaytan, Ryan Watt, Delaney
Pineda, Megan Vega

Nature Adventures

Clay Sipiora, M.S.
Manager

Sarah Desmarais
Coordinator

Camp Instructors

Istvan Herics, Serah Hodson, Allyson
Holman, Lara Mehlig, Yesenia Munoz,
Julia Aljian, Lillian Climent, Samantha
Coombs, Malcolm Dinani, Margie
Fronduti, Maddy Giek, Kayla Heflin,
Stefanie Jorgensen, Aiden Kress,
Georgia Pennington, Ella Peterson, Shay

Smith, Liv Standlee, Sofia Vermeulen,
Sunshine Wheelock

School Programs

Jessica Prichard
Senior Manager

Amihan Franada
Specialist



2025 Staft

Teen Programs

Haylee Rosso
Manager

Alvaro Vaca
Coordinator

Audrey Engelsgjerd
Hearst Intern

Quasars to Sea Stars

Joaquin Bailey-Musacchio, Bri Coffin,
Rachelle Cook, Sophia Copeland, Rose
Corral, Karim Elkurjie, Lauren Faletti,
Bella Figueroa, Owen Giddings, Blake
Korengold, Calvin Kubel, Paul McClain,
Gizelle Perez, Diego Rodriguez, Daniela
Sandoval, Sabrina Borgia, Holden
Caylor, Irys Garcia, Isabella Konheim,
Ezra Manriquez, Delia Rodriguez

EXHIBITS

Melinda Morgan-Stowell
Director

Dawson Escamilla
Technician

Charles Mitchell
Technician

Eric Chapman
Technician

Jenna Savage Davis
Graphics & Exhibit Designer

FACILITIES

David Lyda
Manager

Brent Flaaten
Lead Groundskeeper

Sandro Coronado
Groundskeeper

Vaun Hopson
Technician

Mark Sheridan
Landscape Hazards Tech

Custodians

Shuie Iseli, David Chavez, Shaun
Hawtrey, Carlos Hernandez

Security
Chase Jarosz, Carl Dougherty

GUEST EXPERIENCE

Kim Zsembik
Director

Marinnae Hinahon
Retail Coordinator

Tess Musgrave
Manager

Kelsey Perry
Community Programs Specialist

Guest Experience Associates

Sierra Ferguson, Ena Hashimoto, Mars
Mezic, Patrice Mueller, Chelsea O'Connell,
Madisyn Penny, Aurora Pringle, Gianna
Triplett, Rich Baez, Melina Ochoa,
Kylie-Preston Mendoza

Special Exhibits Associates

Ry Andruk, Kaitlyn Caldow, Cody
Cameron, Yvette Gaytan, Cassi Hansen,
Amanda Lennon, Aeddon McKaba,
Roshan Nair, Mary Rocha, Irene Solovij,
Martine Wagstaff

MARKETING

Stephanie Evers Armstrong
Director

Jonah Haas, M.A.
Director

Juan Minera
Sr. Graphics Designer & Webmaster

Owen Duncan, M.A.
Content Specialist

Runar Schmidt
Graphics Designer

PHILANTHROPY

Caroline Baker
Director

Diane Elfstrom-Devine
Philanthropy Officer of Leadership Circles

Becca Summers
Philanthropy Officer of Foundation
& Corporate Relations

Andrea McFarling
Philanthropy Officer of Legacy Giving

Robert Shutt
Associate

Membership

Jessica Leathers
Manager

Jen Malkin
Assistant

Events

Aly Warner
Manager

Michaela Stone
Assistant

SEA CENTER

Rich Smalldon
Director

Roy Qi
Manager

Maxwell Rudelic
Senior Aquarist

Saul Lopez-Villalta
Aquarist
Tessa Cafritz
Naturalist and Volunteer Program Manager

Kennedy Rivera
School & Community Programs Assistant

Dylan Otte
Naturalist & Volunteer Program Manager

Hannah Keaton
Volunteer Coordinator

Naturalists

Havilah Abrego, Jim Bartlett, Nika
Dassatti, Sarah Ettman-Sterner, Hannah
Keaton, Emilie Lenoir, Betsy Mooney,
Cara Orndahl, Daisy Cuthbert, Ellory
Hoerth, Miguel Millan, Travis Pierce,
Maya Rink, Steen Unsworth

Guest Experience Associates

Shannon Gilliard, Kirk Martin, Maeve
Merwin, Nancy Palmer, Hannah Thorpe,
Patrick Turner, Joaquin Bailey-Musacchio,
Sascha Rose-Smith

Western Meadowlark



Dr. Christel Bejenke Fund

Created by Christel and George
Wittenstein to provide an annual income
stream to support the Museum's public
programming efforts focused on science
and nature.

Value as of 12/31/25 $120,416

Thomas Wilson Dibblee Endowment
for Earth Sciences

In 2001, the Museum partnered with Mr.
Dibblee to publish his extraordinary
geological maps, and he designated his
estate for the support of the map
publishing effort and to establish an
earth sciences position.

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,872,151.

Robert Dougan Fund for Innovative
Education

Mr. Dougan was a librarian, bibliophile,
and scholar of Ireland’s greatest literary
treasure, the Book of Kells. Feeling
deeply about the importance of
education and scholarship, he provided
in his estate an endowment fund to
support innovative educational
programs.

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,168,166

Hearst Scholars in Museum Studies Fund
Endowed in 2002 with a grant from the
William Randolph Hearst Foundation,
this fund provides resources for college
and university students to intern in
various positions at the Museum.

Value as of 12/31/25 $198,628

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History Endowed Fund

Established in 2016 to provide general
operating support, this endowed fund is
held at the Santa Barbara Foundation.

Value of SBMNH Endowed Fund held at
the Santa Barbara Foundation as of
12/31/25 $6,529,740

Howard/Berry Chair of Malacology
The prominence of the Museum’s vast
shell collection and its scientific research
staff is in part based on the support of
two eminent shell collectors, Faye B.
Howard and Dr. S. Stillman Berry. Both
these individuals left as bequests, not
only their superb private collections, but
also the funds to support the expansion
of our Collections and Research Center
and to endow this curatorial chair.

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,472,766

Thomas E. Hugunin and Elenore H.
Hugunin Endowment

Established with a bequest in 2010, the
Hugunin Endowment provides general
operating support and is held at the
Santa Barbara Foundation.

Value of Hugunin Endowment Fund held
at the Santa Barbara Foundation as of

12/31/25 $842,586.

John Johnson Chair of Anthropology
Established in 2023 in recognition of Dr.

John Johnson, Curator of Anthropology
at the Museum from 1986 to 2023.

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,195,051

John and Peggy Maximus Endowment
for Antique Natural History Art

John and Peggy funded the creation of
a gallery dedicated to antique natural
history art and provided for its
continued support. A fund is held by the
Museum and a second at the Santa
Barbara Foundation.

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,114,147

Value of Maximus Trust held at the Santa
Barbara Foundation as of 12/31/25
$2,865,797.

Quasars to Sea Stars Endowment
With a generous donation from the
Hollis Norris Fund and David and Lyn
Anderson, the Museum created the
Quasars to Sea Stars Endowment in
December 2020 to provide support for
the Museum'’s valuable teen program.

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,148,140

Ridder Sea Center Fund

Established in 2017 with a bequest from
Virginia Ridder, this fund supports exhibits
and maintenance at the Sea Center.

Value as of 12/31/25 $320,495

Samuel Blake Shapiro Memorial Fund
Sam Shapiro went through the Sea
Center volunteer training program when
he was 12 and, over the next 5 years, he
volunteered almost 450 hours at the Sea
Center. Sam'’s love and support of the
Sea Center continues on through this
Fund which supports the Wet Deck’s
operations.

Value as of 12/31/2025 $10,332

Schlinger Foundation Chair of Entomology
Evert Schlinger, Ph.D., was a world-
renowned entomologist and a professor
of biology. Believing ardently in the
importance of museums for both
research and education, Dr. Schlinger
endowed the Schlinger Chair of
Entomology in 2004.

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,421,020

Vertress L. Vander Hoof Endowment
Established in 2018 through an estate
gift from Jill Vander Hoof in honor of her
father, Vertress Vander Hoof, this
endowment supports the Library’s
operations and acquisitions.

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,317,078

Lionel Albert Walford Fund

Dr. Walford was a research scientist in
the field of ichthyology who participated
in research trips aboard Museum Trustee
Max Fleischmann'’s boat in the 1930s.
The fund was established in 2021 by Dr.
Walford's daughter Sarah and her
husband Lincoln Hollister to provide
operating support for the collection,
care, and feeding of the sea life in the
Sea Center's Channel Catch habitat.

Value as of 12/31/25 $124,411

Total value of Museum’s invested assets
as of 12/31/25 $59,336,113

Total value of Museum’s invested assets
held at the Santa Barbara Foundation as

of 12/31/25 $10,238,123

Donations can be made to support any
existing fund or endowment. To discuss
creating or donating to a named
endowment or fund contact Museum
President & CEO Luke J. Swetland at
805-682-4711 ext. 101.

Endowments & Funds

The Museum has several named endowments and funds that support programs
and initiatives. Many of these endowments were established through bequests.




51%

Philanthropy

40%

Admissions, Stores Sales,
Membership

$4,739,000

35%
Contributions & Grants
$1,661,000

14%
Special Events
$676,000

45%
Quasi-endowment

& Trust Income
$2,108,000

6%
Strategic Reserve
$294,000

$3,666,000

58%
Admissions
$2,148,000

22%
Membership
$793,000

20%
Stores
$725,000

Contracts &
Generated Revenue

$818,000

27 %
Lectures, Field Trips

& Camps
$222,000

28%

Facility &
Property Rentals
$228,000

17%
Contracts & Fees
$142,000

28%
Other
$226,000

2025

OPERATING REVENUE
$9,223,000

Financials

2025

OPERATING EXPENSES

$9,223,000

49%

Guest
Experience

$4,547,000

28%
Sea Center
$1,185,000

8%
Exhibits
$425,000

17%
Guest Services
$858,000

15%
Marketing
$659,000

32%
Facility Maintenance
$1,420,000

Charity +.
Navigator

+ FOUR-STAR +

21%

Management
& General

| $1,891,000

12%

‘ Fundraising

| $1,129,000

10%

‘ Education

| $948,000

8%

| Scientific Research &

Collections Management

| $708,000
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