




Sea
Center

In 2025, the Sea Center celebrated its 
highest attendance on record: 115,514 
visitors! Admissions, the Sea Center 
Store, and membership sales all 
exceeded projections, supporting the 
aquarium’s work as a hub for sharing 
marine science and conservation. With 
philanthropic support, we made the final 
payment on the solar panels which 
generate 40% of the Sea Center’s 
power. Underwater Parks Day on 

January 18 drew 1,744 guests to 
celebrate marine protected areas. 219 
volunteers gave 11,191 hours connecting 
people to marine life. Although school 
groups were limited to self-guided visits 
for part of the year (regular field trips 
are expected to begin again in 2026), 
the Sea Center hosted 1,667 students 
from 51 schools. Animal husbandry staff 

continued our grant-funded assistance 
in the recovery of endangered White 
Abalone. In April we participated in a 
spawning day to support the captive 
breeding program, and in November
we received a new cohort of juvenile 
White Abalone to raise. In October, 

Assemblymember Gregg Hart chose the 
Sea Center as a fitting site for a press 
conference about Assembly Bill 14, 
expanding the Protecting Blue Whales 
and Blue Skies program statewide. Sea Center on Stearns Wharf



Community
Programs

Community Programs Specialist Kelsey 
Perry joined the Museum in April and 
oversaw increasingly robust public 
offerings, building on existing programs 
like Audubon talks and Science Pub 
while creating exciting new opportunities. 
A standing-room-only crowd came out 
to Dargan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant for a 
1925 earthquake anniversary Science Pub 

with Larry Gurrola, Ph.D. The Sprague 
Pavilion hosted a Culinary & Folk Arts of 
Oaxaca workshop series with Bany Vargas 
and Claudia Berumen, celebrating 
Mexican cultural heritage in delicious 
and creative ways. Howls & Owls—a fun 
and educational nighttime event 

centered on mysterious nocturnal 
wildlife—was warmly received by 344 
family attendees. NASA Solar System 
Ambassador Krissie Cook offered sold- 
out courses in the Gladwin Planetarium 
featuring cutting-edge science.

Oaxaca workshop attendees

Cook in Palmer Observatory

Chad the Blue Whale



Exhibits  

Exhibits Director Melinda Morgan-Stowell 
led the exhibits team in opening three 
major exhibitions and conducting many 
smaller improvements. Chumash Basketry: 
Art & Life opened January 25, featuring 
the stunning work of Chumash weavers 
past and present. The new Space 
Sciences exhibit—titled Our Cosmic 
Coast—debuted to warm appreciation 
at the Members’ Party on July 11. The 
Living Print opened October 25 in the 
Courtyard Gallery, featuring the artistic 

explorations of four contemporary 
printmakers using traditional techniques 
to capture the beauty and wonder of 
the natural world: Latifat Apatira, Sara 
Woodburn, Dwight Hwang, and Mineo 
Yamamoto. A workshop in the center of 
the exhibit space invites guests to make 
leaf rubbings to exhibit or take home. 
The exhibits team added a timeline telling 
the story of abalone in California and 

other enhancements to Dive In: Our 
Changing Channel at the Sea Center. 
Kiyo Yanagihashi of Kokoro Exhibits 
visited to assist with maintenance to the 
animatronic dinosaurs in Prehistoric 
Forest. The beloved interactive rattlesnake 
was refreshed with new interpretation, 
graphics, paint, and internal cleaning 

and repair. The Barn Owl diorama was 
refurbished and reopened with help 
from Curator of Vertebrate Zoology 
Krista Fahy, Ph.D.

Our Cosmic Coast

The Living Print 

Chumash Basketry: Art & Life
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The Museum has several named endowments and funds that support programs 
and initiatives. Many of these endowments were established through bequests. 

Endowments & Funds  

Dr. Christel Bejenke Fund 
Created by Christel and George 
Wittenstein to provide an annual income 
stream to support the Museum's public 
programming efforts focused on science 
and nature. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $120,416

Thomas Wilson Dibblee Endowment 
for Earth Sciences 
In 2001, the Museum partnered with Mr. 
Dibblee to publish his extraordinary 
geological maps, and he designated his 
estate for the support of the map 
publishing effort and to establish an 
earth sciences position.

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,872,151. 

Robert Dougan Fund for Innovative 
Education 
Mr. Dougan was a librarian, bibliophile, 
and scholar of Ireland’s greatest literary 
treasure, the Book of Kells. Feeling 
deeply about the importance of 
education and scholarship, he provided 
in his estate an endowment fund to 
support innovative educational 
programs.  

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,168,166 

Hearst Scholars in Museum Studies Fund 
Endowed in 2002 with a grant from the 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation, 
this fund provides resources for college 
and university students to intern in 
various positions at the Museum. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $198,628 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History Endowed Fund 
Established in 2016 to provide general 
operating support, this endowed fund is 
held at the Santa Barbara Foundation. 

Value of SBMNH Endowed Fund held at 
the Santa Barbara Foundation as of 
12/31/25 $6,529,740 

Howard/Berry Chair of Malacology 
The prominence of the Museum’s vast 
shell collection and its scientific research 
staff is in part based on the support of 
two eminent shell collectors, Faye B. 
Howard and Dr. S. Stillman Berry. Both 
these individuals left as bequests, not 
only their superb private collections, but 
also the funds to support the expansion 
of our Collections and Research Center 
and to endow this curatorial chair. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,472,766 

Thomas E. Hugunin and Elenore H. 
Hugunin Endowment 
Established with a bequest in 2010, the 
Hugunin Endowment provides general 
operating support and is held at the 
Santa Barbara Foundation. 

Value of Hugunin Endowment Fund held 
at the Santa Barbara Foundation as of 
12/31/25 $842,586. 

John Johnson Chair of Anthropology 
Established in 2023 in recognition of Dr. 
John Johnson, Curator of Anthropology 
at the Museum from 1986 to 2023.  

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,195,051 

John and Peggy Maximus Endowment 
for Antique Natural History Art 
John and Peggy funded the creation of 
a gallery dedicated to antique natural 
history art and provided for its 
continued support. A fund is held by the 
Museum and a second at the Santa 
Barbara Foundation. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,114,147 
Value of Maximus Trust held at the Santa 
Barbara Foundation as of 12/31/25 
$2,865,797. 

Quasars to Sea Stars Endowment 
With a generous donation from the 
Hollis Norris Fund and David and Lyn 
Anderson, the Museum created the 
Quasars to Sea Stars Endowment in 
December 2020 to provide support for 
the Museum’s valuable teen program. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $1,148,140 

Ridder Sea Center Fund 
Established in 2017 with a bequest from 
Virginia Ridder, this fund supports exhibits 
and maintenance at the Sea Center. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $320,495 

Samuel Blake Shapiro Memorial Fund 
Sam Shapiro went through the Sea 
Center volunteer training program when 
he was 12 and, over the next 5 years, he 
volunteered almost 450 hours at the Sea 
Center. Sam’s love and support of the 
Sea Center continues on through this 
Fund which supports the Wet Deck’s 
operations. 

Value as of 12/31/2025 $10,332 

Schlinger Foundation Chair of Entomology 
Evert Schlinger, Ph.D., was a world- 
renowned entomologist and a professor 
of biology. Believing ardently in the 
importance of museums for both 
research and education, Dr. Schlinger 
endowed the Schlinger Chair of 
Entomology in 2004.  

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,421,020 

Vertress L. Vander Hoof Endowment 
Established in 2018 through an estate 
gift from Jill Vander Hoof in honor of her 
father, Vertress Vander Hoof, this 
endowment supports the Library’s 
operations and acquisitions.  

Value as of 12/31/25 $2,317,078 

Lionel Albert Walford Fund 
Dr. Walford was a research scientist in 
the field of ichthyology who participated 
in research trips aboard Museum Trustee 
Max Fleischmann’s boat in the 1930s. 
The fund was established in 2021 by Dr. 
Walford’s daughter Sarah and her 
husband Lincoln Hollister to provide 
operating support for the collection, 
care, and feeding of the sea life in the 
Sea Center’s Channel Catch habitat. 

Value as of 12/31/25 $124,411 

Total value of Museum’s invested assets 
as of 12/31/25 $59,336,113 

Total value of Museum’s invested assets 
held at the Santa Barbara Foundation as 
of 12/31/25 $10,238,123 

Donations can be made to support any 
existing fund or endowment. To discuss 
creating or donating to a named 
endowment or fund contact Museum 
President & CEO Luke J. Swetland at 
805-682-4711 ext. 101. 
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