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MEDIA ADVISORY 

 

Museum of Natural History Profiles Great Naturalists 
Maximus Gallery Exhibit Opens February 8. 

 
Santa Barbara, California (January 25, 2019) — From February 8 to May 5, the John and Peggy Maximus 
Gallery at the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History will celebrate history’s Great Naturalists, from Carl 
Linnaeus to Charles Darwin.  

The new exhibit profiles the lives of great naturalists who collected, described, and classified living things through 
their own observations and discoveries in nature. These naturalists were important figures in the early years of 
natural history as it changed from a mainly amateur pursuit in the 1600s to today’s specialized scientific profession.  
 
Modern natural science was built on the work of those who went before, and the Great Naturalists’ portraits are 
shown with original engravings and lithographs from the Museum’s extensive art collection. Some of the naturalists 
were gifted artists while others commissioned illustrations for publication. Some names will be familiar—Linnaeus, 
Darwin, Alexander von Humboldt, and Maria Sybilla Merian. Others, like Rumphius, the Comte du Buffon, Alcide 
and Charles d’Orbigny, and John Ray were famous in their time but are less well known today.  
 
Of local interest are two naturalists who lived in Santa Barbara and built sizable natural history collections. Lorenzo 
Gordin Yates was a founder of the Santa Barbara Society of Natural History organized in 1876. He was a specialist in 
botany, conchology, mineralogy, and paleontology. Today, his collections reside at the Cheadle Center for 
Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration, Stanford University, and the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History. 
Museum’s founder, William Leon Dawson was drawn to the study of birds as his life’s work. He established the 
Museum of Comparative Oology, the study of bird’s eggs, in 1916. Initially housed in two small buildings on 
Dawson’s property, the collections were moved to the Museum’s present location in 1923 and he became its first 
director. Dawson published The Birds of California the same year, complete in four volumes. 
 
The Museum is open daily from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and entrance to the exhibit is included with paid admission. 
For more information, visit www.sbnature.org/great-naturalists.  

 

About the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

Powered by Science. Inspired by Nature. Founded in 1916, the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History inspires a 
thirst for discovery and a passion for the natural world. The Museum seeks to connect people to nature for the 
betterment of both, and prides itself on being naturally different. For more information, visit www.sbnature.org.  
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Top left to bottom right:  
Francis Willughby (1635-1672), John Ray (1627-1705), Comte de Buffon (1701-1788),  

Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778), Georg Everhard Rumpf (1628-1702), Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1717),  
Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859), Charles Darwin (1809-1882), Alcide d’Orbigny (1802-1857) 

 
 

 
Charles d’Orbigny – Universal Dictionary of Natural History c.1840 

 



 
 
 

 

 
Maria Sibylla Merian – Metamorphosis of the Insects of Surinam c. 1704 

 
 
 

 
Alexander von Humboldt – Journey Across the Americas 1799-1804 

 


